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Pioneering Electric Power in the San Joaquin Valley 


Managing Director A. G. Wishon Tells His Own Story of Early Days of 
The Indusiry 


CHAPTER II. 


This is the second installment of А. С. Wishon’s interesting story of his 


experiences in the early days of the electrical industry. 


The first installment 


ended with his inducing his partner in the Mt. Whitney Power Company, Billy 
Hammond, to go to London to interest his brother John Hays Hammond, in the 


financing of their project. 


HILE we had been doing well in 
W the real estate business, we were 
by no means rolling in wealth. 
"That $4,600 profit we had made on опе 
sale looked like a pretty big piece of money 
to us—that is, it was big to us personally, 
but was only a drop in the bucket where 
our big idea was concerned. But it was 
apparent to me that we had to continue 
making personal sacrifices as a means to 
the end. Unless we showed our faith, we 
could not expect other people to have faith. 
And so I urged Billy Hammond that he 
should make the trip to London, in the 
hope that through his famous brother he 
could interest English capitalists. 

Billy hesitated to make the trip fearing 
he might lose my money, but I told him 
to forget it. We figured very carefully 
the amount that would be necessary to 
make the round trip and decided that 
$1,500.00 was sufficient. He found when 
he got over there that his American busi- 
ness clothes did not suit the situation and 
that he needed a top hat and other apparel, 
and, as he had never been in Europe, de- 
cided he ought to go over to Paris before 
returning. So he cabled a draft on me for 
an additional $500. 

He was armed with a wonderful pros- 
pectus of many pages, composed by my- 
self, and typewritten with my own hands. 
Stenographers were not then a part of 
the working organization of very many 
business concerns—especially mine. The 
second day after he arrived he cabled to 
me saying that he could get the money 
if I would modify the proposition, which 
was that we would bond the property for 
what it cost and give them half the stock. 
'Their proposition was that they would 
build the property without a bond and 
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give us 20 per cent of the stock for pro- 


motion. І had worked on the scheme so 
long that any kind of a proposition that 
looked like success was acceptable. 


PRELIMINARY WORK STARTS 


It was about a month and a half before 
Billy returned. Before he arrived I took 
my brother, who had been surveyor for 
the county, and a bunch of hill boys for 
brush cutters, and a chain man, and with 
myself holding the rod, we made the orig- 
inal and only survey ever made for the Mt. 
Whitney No. 1 plant. When Billy re- 
turned the survey was completed. Не did 
not bring the money with him but was 
»romised that it would be forthcoming. 

In the meantime, we had a little bank 
account of our own, made from the sale 
of lands. We rented a sawmill and don- 
key engine, and began to cut the red wood 
lumber to construct the flume, which was 
to be 30,000 ft. long. For the designing 
of the power plant we were required to 
hire a man that would be approved by Mr. 
Phil Lillienthal of the Anglo-California 
Bank, and his selection was Robert McF. 
Doble, who designed the No. 1 Power 
House and its machinery consisting. of 
three 450 K. W. machines, in a corru- 
gated iron building—the first two-bearing 
water wheels and generators in existence. 
'The Lacy Manufacturing Company of 
Los Angeles built our pipe line. Jim Jef- 
fries, the world famed pugilist, was head 
kicker on that job, and before our work 
was completed went to his first training 
camp. You may well know that the camp 
up there was betting high on the fight. 
We started the sawmill on the 20th of 
September, 1898, the snow ran us out on 
the 20th of December, and we completed 
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the flume on the 7th of April. The plant 
started on the 30th of June, 1899. 

All of this work was done by Hammond 
and Wishon, and turned over to the Mt. 
Whitney Power company upon its organ- 
ization, which was a short time prior to 
the starting of the plant. We worked with 
feverish heat to complete the plant. I was 
night and day on the job or on the road; 
superintended all of the purchasing, letting 
of all contracts. When it came time to 
start the business, it was apparent to me 
that we must have some special system 
of bookkeeping, so I went to Visalia, de- 
signed the forms, wrote the first rough 
draft of contract for a flat rate operation 
of irrigation plants. We then took over 
the Visalia Light Works, which belonged 
half and half to the General Electric 
Company and Harrell and Son, and which 
had an income of $800.00 a month; bought 
the Porterville Plant which had an income 
of $92.40 a month, made a contract for 
wholesaling power to the Tulare Gas Com- 
pany, which brought us about $250.00 a 
month, and got generally ready to go to 
work. 

There were about 25 farm pumping 
plants at Lindsay, operating by steam and 
gas engines. The gas engines of that date 
were crude as compared with those of the 
present time. The steam engines operated 
by wood fuel hauled a distance of eight 
or nine miles, by mule teams, as there was 
no such thing as a truck or an automobile 
at that time. І called a school house meet- 
ing of those engaged in pumping at Lind- 
say. The activities began about 8 o'clock 
in the evening and lasted until about 1 
o'clock in the morning, at which time 
we adjourned—deadlocked. 


THE FIRST ELECTRIC PUMPS 

I wanted to sell the power at so much 
a horsepower a year and they wanted to 
buy when and as they needed it. We had 
not a dollar on earth to meet the pay roll 
expense, except what we got from the 
consumers, and we had a very close esti- 
mate of what was going to be, but I held 
out for my own theory of things. I drove 
to Visalia that night and the next day went 
to San Francisco and borrowed $25,000, 
invested the entire amount in motors and 
transformers of the proper sizes, went back 
to Lindsay and offered to the first man 
I met his motor and transformers on 


Google 


SAN Joaquin Power MAGAZINE 


my plan—nothing down, 6% interest, the 
principal payable one-fifth annually. In 
two days I had sold all of the motors and 
transformers. We immediately began to 
build the lines to the plants and when the 
first plant was started, the whole country- 
side around Lindsay was there, in wagons, 
buggies, horseback, and afoot, to see the 
miracle of the wheels turning around from 
an invisible force. It was a great day, the 
proudest moment of my life when I closed 


_ the switch that started that motor—to the 
. great wonderment of the multitude. 


Then came long days and nights of 
putting on business, sufficient to get out 
of “red ink,” which required a little more 
than seven months’ time. I was the en- 
tire sales department, as well as the man- 
agement. I was as much in earnest then 
as I am now, and to me the job seemed 
as big then as it does now. I did this 
work for three and a half years to the 
very best of my ability and delivered re- 
sults far and away better than I promised 
in my famous prospectus. But one day, 
out of a clear sky, a lawyer came who 
said he had the voting power of 80% 
of the stock, and he asked me to resign— 
and so endeth the first chapter—not of 
this recital, but of my experiences. 


(To be Continued.) 


EMMET BRITTON RESIGNS 
TO TAKE UP NEW WORK 


Emmet N. Britton, formerly assistant to 
the General Manager, resigned his position 
November 1 and left for San Francisco. 
He has associated himself with the King. 
Knight Company, manufacturers’ repre- 
sentatives for the distribution of mechani- 
cal and electrical equipment. 

Emmet has been a member of the San 
Joaquin Power organization for two years, 
coming from the editorial staff of the 
Journal of Electricity. He was for many 
years with the Pacific Gas and Electric 
Company under his father the late John A. 
Britton, General Manager. 

“T regret leaving the city of Fresno and 
the friends I have gained here,” said Brit- 
ton, “but I believe I am advancing my own 
interests by the change I am making. In 
addition, I am charged with the duties of 
executor of my father’s estate and that work 
will require my presence in San Francisco 
and а considerable portion of my time.” 


Electric Trucks Grow In Popularity 


Number in Use in Fresno Increases From Three to Sixteen During Year 
With Several on Order 


HE remarkable increase in the num- 
ber of electric trucks in city delivery 
service is accounted for in a recent 

survey on delivery costs conducted by the 
Industrial Research division of the Chicago 
Tribune. In a study of seven leading 
commodities calling for intensive city dis- 
tribution it was found that the cost of 
delivery in the ice business was 45.8 per 
cent of the total gross income. If by the 
use of electrics it is possible to cut the 
delivery cost 25 per cent, which is not 
unusual, a profit which formerly was 10 
cents per dollar would be increased to 
21.45 cents per dollar of gross income. It 
was found that the cost of delivery for soft 
‚ drinks was 20.2 per cent of gross income; 
brick, 19.9 per cent; bread, 19.9 per cent; 
coal, 15.2 per cent; laundry, 15.3 per cent; 
ice cream, 14.9 per cent. 

A survey of the entire country conducted 
by the United States Department of Agri- 


culture showed that it costs 12.1 per cent 
of gross receipts to deliver dairy products 
to city consumers. А 25 per cent reduction 
in this delivery cost will bring a profit to 
the dairy business that will be reflected in 
the prosperity of the dairyman or in a 
reduction to the consumer. 

These studies explain the rapid increase 
in the number of electric trucks in use in 
Fresno during the past year. At the first 
of the year there were three electric trucks 
delivering ice cream in the City of Fresno. 
This number has been increased to 16, and 
the field of use broadened to include a 
dairy, an ice company, and the service 
divisions of the water company and the 
power company. 

The dairy started soon after the first of 
the year with two electrics. The ease and 
simplicity of operating these trucks together 
with the low costs were so satisfactory that 
a third truck was added soon after. These 


One-ton Steinmetz electric truck in use by the Fresno City Water Company in city service work. 
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trucks are operating on  frequent-stop 
routes at a power cost of thirty-five cents 
per day per truck. Two more trucks of 
the same туре are on order for delivery 
about November 1, and ten more during 
the coming year. 

'The ice company has in use two two-ton 
trucks in their down-town delivery service. 
It has been found that with these trucks 
the ground can be covered more rapidly 
than with horses and the difficulty of 
properly hitching the animals when both 
men were away from the wagons has been 
eliminated. It is probable that additional 
equipment will be installed next summer. 

'The Fresno City Water. Company has 
three one-ton trucks in operation supplying 
materials for construction work, setting 
meters, and running services. These trucks 
operate from thirty to thirty-five miles per 
day and are operating at a cost of from 60 
to 75 per cent of gas car costs formerly 
doing the same work. 

'The Power Company has had in opera- 
tion for the past eight months two two-ton 
trucks transporting miscellaneous freight 
from the general warehouse to the freight 
sheds and to various construction jobs in 
and around Fresno, and a one-ton truck 
handling lighter work, all operating for 
the stores department. This depart- 
ment also uses а 314-ton gas truck for long 
hauls in the San Joaquin Valley. The 
electrics are being operated at about one- 
half the cost of gas trucks previously used 
on this work. 

The electric service department of the 
Power Company also has a one-ton electric 
for setting meters in new installations, 
sealing and resealing meters and answering 
complaints. ‘This truck is equipped with 


The batteries in the Steinmetz are located under the 
hood and under the seat. 
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pneumatic tires and covers up to fifty miles 
during its days’ work. 

At times the trucks in use by the stores 
department are overloaded as much as 100 
per cent, and still operate satisfactorily. In 
mud and sand conditions occasionally en- 
countered, the electrics pull through with- 
out dificulty owing to the constant torque 
on the drive wheels. 

The economy and reliabiltiy of the 
electric has been so conclusively proven that 
many bankers have been willing to loan 
practically the entire purchase price of 
electric equipment to concerns wishing to 
make the change. It is to the interest of 
the managements of all concerns having 
delivery problems, to investigate the electric 
truck. Extensive investigations have shown 
that at least 75 per cent of the hauling and 
delivery done in cities should be done by 
electrics because of the economical and 
mechanical advantages of the electric. 


POLISH AND POULARD WHEATS 
HAVE NO COMMERCIAL VALUE 


Man craves spectacular things even in 
a commonplace crop, such as wheat. Polish 
and Poulard wheats are among our 
most spectacular cereal crops in appearance 
and the stories which have accompanied 
the exploitation of these two grades would 
excite the interest of the most indifferent 
farmer. Neither of these whezts is of 
commercial value in America, says the 
United States Department of Agriculture, 
but both have been offered many times and 
are still being offered to the buying public 
by unscrupulous or unknowing promoters 
who take advantage of their striking ap- 
pearance. Farmers’ Bulletin 1340, Polish 
and Poulard Wheats, has just been pub- 
lished by the department to answer the 
frequent requests for information concern- 
ing the origin, productivity, and value of 
these wheats, and to warn farmers against 
paying high prices for seed of these nearly 
worthless grains. Copies may be obtained 
free on application, as long as the supply 
lasts. 


Үнү THE Rumpus 
From the amount of fuss made over the 
word “obey” in the marriage ceremony, 
one might be mistakenly led to suppose 
that it means something.— Philadelphia 
Public Ledger. 
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New million dollar Hotel Californian at Fresno is expected to open before January 1. 


New Hotel Californian Nears Completion 


HE new million dollar Hotel Cali- 
" fornian at Kern Street and Van Ness 
Avenue, Fresno, is rapidly nearing 
completion. The opening date, to be ап- 
nounced, will probably be some time be- 
tween Thanksgiving and Christmas. 
'This new eight-story hostelry has 240 
rooms and 22 sample rooms, a large dining 
room, coffee shop, ball room, roof garden, 
observatory, and a number of store rooms 
on the ground floor. 


The lighting equipment in the new 
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Californian should be completed by Novem- 
ber 1, and is of the very latest type. 

An indirect lighting system 15 used 
throughout the main lobby and the dining 
rooms while the rooms will be lighted by 
means of bracket and floor lamps. 

In the lobby indirect lighting will be 


through the skylight using X-Ray reflec- 


tor equipment, and by decorative high 
power brackets, spaced between the columns 
supporting the ceiling. Flow plugs are 
also provided in the center of the lobby for 


Original from 


UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 


8 


reading and decorative stand lamps to be 
placed behind settees. 

The main dining room is illuminated by 
indirect lights through the skylight from 
X-Ray equipment and by highly decorative 
crystal bracket fixtures on the walls. Flow 
plugs are arranged to be used for candela- 
bra on the tables. The Coffee Shoppe is 
illuminated by wrought iron lanterns, giv- 
ing a quaint Old English atmosphere. 

The ballroom on the second floor is 
illuminated by decorative crystal ceiling 
and wall fixtures. A motion picture cir- 
cuit is provided equipped with a secondary 
switching arrangement for the control of 
the lights in the room, making it possible 
to regulate the brightness of the lighting 
throughout the room. 

A roof garden adjoining the ballroom 
has soft lighting effects, created by wrought 
iron brackets and is equipped with sufi- 
cient flow plugs for the installation of in- 
dividual decorative lighting equipment for 
special occasions. 

The electrical system and blower equip- 
ment for the console of an organ is on the 
second floor of the balcony, overlooking the 
main foyer. This equipment is deftly hid- 
den behind a decorated plaster grill. 

On the second floor are located 22 sam- 
ple rooms for traveling salesmen, equipped 
with high powered lighting and attachment 
plugs for use in showing and demonstra- 
ting samples. On the balcony, overlook- 
ing the foyer are the ladies’ and gentlemen’s 
writing rooms and the ladies’ rest room, 
illuminated by highly decorative bracket 
fixtures and floor lamps. 

The 2+0 rooms with baths on the remain- 
ing six floors are each equipped with indi- 
rect ceiling luminaires and artistic bracket 
equipment, also attachment plugs for fans 
or stand lamps. The corridors are lighted 
by means of bracket fixtures, on separate 
circuits, making it possible to control the 
lighting in any one corridor. 

In the attic is installed an elaborate suc- 
tion ventilating system connected with all 
rooms and bathrooms. Surmounting the 
roof is a loggia, tinted in soft pastel colors 
which are reflected and illuminated at 
night by high powered floodlights. 

In the basement is located a boiler room 
with the heating equipment and pumps for 
delivering water under pressure for domes- 
tic purposes and fire protection. The 
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transformer vault which in reality is a min- 
ature substation, is located in the basement. 
Power is delivered at 2300 volts, and 
stepped down by five transformers to 110 
and 220 volts to be distributed through a 
marble switchboard 20x8 feet. 

The laundry, pantry, bakery and butcher- 
shop are located in the basement where 
large storeroom also is set aside for the 
trunks of the guests. 


FRESNO POWER CLUB 
ELECTS NEW OFFICERS 

The annual election of officers of the 
Fresno San Joaquin Power Club held 
October 16 at the American Legion Hall 
was one of the most successful social affairs 
ever given by the club. 

'The meeting opened with a banquet at 
which more than 250 members and guests 
were present. | Following nominating 
speeches and considerable politics the bal- 
lots were passed out to members who cast 
their votes with the following result: 
President, Dan Quinlivan; Vice-President 
of Social Activites, Pearl Hine; Vice Presi- 
dent of Educational Activities, Syd Green; 
Vice President of Recreational Activities, 
Garrett Van Buren; Secretary, Mary Hall; 
Treasurer, Rosalie Van Bezel; E. J. Craw- 
ford, chairman of the Mutual Benefit 
Board. 

Dan Quinlivan had a large number of 
active supporters who gave him their hearty 
support in the contest. Не received 168 
votes on the first ballot which elected him 
by the largest vote to be given any candi- 
date. 

Opposing Dan was a “dark horse" ticket 
calling themselves the “White Wings," 
headed by М. Р. Lohse for president. The 


- White Wing ticket lost in the race for 


president but won in all other ofices, elect- 
ing five out of the six candidates on the 
ticket. 

'The campaign and election was replete 
with old fashioned politics, each party 
using tactics calculated to make votes re- 
gardless of the means employed. Some of 
the campaign literature (?) was very amus- 
ing and gave added interest to the election. 

F. H. Pearson, who has been president of 
the club during the past year, presided over 
the meeting, while C. B. Jackson of the 
Fresno City Water Company was toast- 
master at the banquet. 
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Electric Range exhibit at Merced County Fair attracted thousands ої women with demonstrations of perfect 
cooking. 


Merced Holds Successful County Fair 


The second annual county fair, held in 
Merced September 19th to the 22nd, in- 
clusive, was a complete success, both as to 
attendance and the number and quality of 
exhibits shown. It is estimated that 10,000 
people attended the fair in the four days 
it was held. Almost all of the local busi- 
ness houses had exhibits and the surround- 
ing communities had very good agricul- 
tural displays. 

'The Merced Office of the Power Com- 
pany gave a demonstration of Hotpoint 
Electrical Ranges and appliances. The 
booth was set up under the direction of 
J. А. McWilliams of the Valley Electrical 
Supply Company. Ernest Wood of the 
New Business Department had charge of 
the booth, with Mrs. Mabel Cleman of 
the Edison Electrical Appliance Company 
as demonstrator. Baked ham, biscuits, 
cake and pie were cooked and served by 
Mrs. Cleman. This exhibit excited much 
favorable comment. 

D. K. Barnwell, president of the Mer- 
ced County Farm Bureau, announced the 
final awards. Prizes were awarded on the 
percentage basis as follows: First—Fruit- 
land, 80 per cent; second—Planada, 78 
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per cent; third—Dos Palos, 71 per cent; 
fourth—Le Grand, 60 per cent; fifth— 
Winton, 59 per cent. 

In reviewing the fair, Mr. Barnwell 
said in part: “I believe I express the 
sentiment of all here today when I say 
that the Merced County Fair of 1923 has 
been a success in every respect. When any 
county in the state can gather together 
under one roof, the class, the variety and 
abundance of both agricultural and com- 
mercial exhibits that have been displayed 
under this tent the past four days, it proves 
conclusively that our county is ready for 
a permanent fair association to conduct 
the 1924 Merced County Fair. And to 
do that successfully the time to begin prep- 
arations for that event is now, while the 
inspiration of this successful fair is still 
with us. The only criticism that I have 
heard of this fair is that it did not include 
the two other departments of our great 
rural development—poultry and live stock." 

'The judges were chosen from among the 
farmers of Merced County and were I. W. 
Lilley, Elmer Wood, A. W. Chinn. The 
clerks were Bert Stribbling and George H. 
Knott. 


A practical demonstration ої electric cooking was given at the Madera County Fair at Chowchilla by Mrs. 


Cleman using the Hot Point range. 
visitors at the fair. 


Among the exhibits at the Madera С‹ 


Meats, vegetables, pastry and fruit canning were shown to the many 


minty Fair held at Chowchilla was the Dixieland booth showing the wide 
diversity of products in that section. 


10 


Service— The Natural Way 


By Jimmie HERON 


(Service is a comparatively new word in the vocabulary of business, 
application in a practical way credit is due the electric utilities. 


For its introduction and for its 
They have long understood that the consumer 


is entitled not only to the current he pays for, but to efficiency, prompt attention to his needs, and pleasant 
personal relations in all his contacts, Their understanding of the meaning of service is perhaps deeper than 
that of other lines of business because of longer study and application of it. Yet how many of us Вахе ever 


analyzed the word and all that it signifies? 
for September.) 


“Business is a service to human- 
ity and not just a means of тав- 
ing money." —Burnham. 


ERVICE is a new spirit that is creep- 
S ing into modern business and as it 
becomes more and more understood 
and put into action by the different busi- 
ness units it will bring assured prosperity 
to all. It will bring more of the true 
union and less of the false; more of co- 
operation and working with, instead of 
pulling apart and working for; more hap- 
pinees and less discontent; more love and 
less hate—and larger life to the nation. | 
Service above everything else is what 
humans are yearning for and diligently 
seeking after. The man who gives Service 
in his business has a prosperous, growing 
business because people seek him out, know- 
ing that they will get Service. 

Many business men are giving Service 
unconsciously and are successful and happy, 
yet they cannot explain what Service is 
nor why they give it. If they were asked 
why they are successful, ten to one they 
would say it was because they attend to 
business. And they would be partly cor- 
rect; but no man can be successful and 
happy simply by attending to business. 

BUSINESS THAT SERVES WINS 


Attending to business is not Service, and 
effort is not Service. Service is a quality 
in the attending and in the effort. It is 
the heart and soul interest in the doing, 
not for money nor for selfish gain. but 
for happiness. And when we make others 
happy, we ourselves are made happy. And 
we must remember that the opportunity to 
give happiness presents itself more often in 
business than in any other form of human 
activity. 

Service is not only the natural way to 
do business, but also the natural way to 
make friends. Making customers is essen- 
tial in business, but making friends is 
more essential, because a real friend is 
always a customer. And the more friends 
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Here is a splendid little article taken from Forbes’ Magazine 


one has the greater opportunity one has to 
Serve, and the greater Service one renders 
the greater life one builds. Man is not 
born; he is built. It is the child that is 
born, and God in his infinite wisdom has 
provided him with everything to build 
the man and to build a life—a good life. 
Although God has provided us with every- 
thing with which to build, He has given 
us only onc way in which to use the time, 
effort, and material in the building, and 
that way is Service—for others. 

No man can truly Serve without loving, 
and no man can truly love without Serv- 
ing. The man who gives Service in his 
business loves his business. He looks upon 
himself as a Servant and those who are in 
his employ as Servants, working with him, 
not for him, helping him to Serve. | Не 
loves his job and in doing so inspires his 
men to love their jobs. 

EMPLOYERS SHOULD SET EXAMPLE 


If Service is love, and love breeds love, 
it follows that the business that is a Serv- 
ice to huamnity must be full of love and, 
therefore, must be harmonious. There is 
unity of thought, unity of action, and unity 
of understanding for Service. Оп the 
other hand, the business that is not a Serv- 
ice to humanity, the business whose first 
thought is to make money to pay dividends 
cannot be fully harmonious. When the 
mind of management is on profits, it is 
not on Service; and the minds of em- 
ployees will then also turn first to profits. 

If Service is the natural law of all busi- 
ness, and if the man who is at the head of 
the business is not leading his employees 
in unity for Service to humanity, he is 
false to his trust. If he is disloyal to his 
trust is it any wonder that his employees 
are disloyal too? Where there is no loyalty 
there is no unity, and where there is no 
no unity there is no Service. 

“Whosoever among you would become 


the chiefest, let him become the servant 
of all.” 


Banquet Given Coalinga Champions 


Winners of Prior Preferred Stock Sales Baseball Contest Honored at 
Hotel Fresno 


HE banquet for Coalinga, the cham- 
pion team in the Prior Preferred 
Baseball contest, held in Hotel 

Fresno October 6, was attended by mem- 
bers of the winning team, individual cham- 
pions, team captains, district managers and 
department heads, the members of the 
Scoreboard staff and a group of employees 
who have served the company for a period 
of fifteen years or longer. “There were 98 
present. 

'The Coalinga team made a sweep of the 
pennant and the three cups offered for the 
highest score, the largest number of sales 
per permanent employee, and the highest 
score made during the week of no competi- 
tion. 'The banquet for the winning team 
was also among the awards to the Coalinga 
team. 

The cups and pennant were awarded by 
General Manager A. Emory Wishon in an 
inspiring talk on the achievement of the 
baseball team and the enthusiasm displayed 
by the organization as a whole in the recent 
stock sales campaign. 


Miss Edna Vickery, captain of the 
Coalinga team, accepted the cups in a neat 
speech that made a hit with the banqueters. 

Individual prizes of diamond service pins 
were awarded to МУ. Е. Tyler of the 
Bakersfield District for making the highest 
number of home runs during the contest, 
and to Mrs. Beatrice Olden of the Paso 


. Robles District for making the highest 


number of home runs in the women's class. 
Mrs. N. G. Letchworth was awarded a 
diamond service pin for making a perfect 
score during the contest. The recipients 
of these awards made short talks that gave 
some idea of the enthusiasm displayed in 
the campaign. 

Vice President and Managing Director 
A. G. Wishon delivered a very interesting 
talk on the early history of the company, 
expressing his appreciation for the co-opera- 
tion and faithful service of the many older 
employees in carrying on the work of the 
company during many trying years of early 
development. He then called the names of 
14 employees who have served the company 
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Celebrating the victory of the Coalinga team in the Basketball Stock Sales Contest at Hotel Fresno. The cups 
are grouped against the left wall. 
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W. Е. Tyler, of the Bakersfield District, who made a 
phenomenal record in the stock sales contest, was 
among those honored at the banquet. 


for 20 years or more, and of 25 who have 
served from 15 to 20 years. Of this num- 
ber four were from the Fresno City Water 
Company and one from the Midland Coun- 
ties Public Service Corporation. Each of 
these employees was given a handsome 
service pin bearing the insignia of the com- 
pany and one star for each five years of 
service. 

Then followed the presentation of a beau- 
tiful diamond service pin to A. G. Wishon 
by employees. The presentation speech 
was made by Murray Bourne who paid a 
high tribute to Mr. Wishon’s long service 
with the San Joaquin Light & Power Cor- 
poration. A rising vote of appreciation was 
given at the close of Mr. Bourne’s re- 
marks. 

Frank A. Easton, Manager of the Stock 


Enlarged reproduction of service pins awarded 15- 
year and 20-year employees. Originals measure one-half 
inch in diameter. 
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Sales Department, gave a forceful talk 
highly commending the organization on the 
results of the contest, stating that the suc- 
cess of the contest was due wholly to the 
efforts of the employees and various team 
captains who entered into the work with 
such enthusiasm and spirit. 

Al. C. Joy as toastmaster kept the ban- 
queters in action with songs ап@ stunts 
during the early part of the evening. Music 
was furnished by San Joaquin Power 
orchestra. 

The success of the Prior Preferred 
League Baseball contest has suggested a 
new campaign on a football basis. The 
Prior Preferred Football Conference is the 
name of the contest which opened October 


15. 


COAST DISTRICTS HOLD 
ANNUAL PICNIC AT AVILA 


(See pictures page 2) 

The annual Midland Counties Picnic 
was held at Avila, Sunday, September 16th. 
Breakfast consisting of 38 pounds of ham 
and 20 dozen eggs was served from 7:00 
to 9:00 а. т. The cooks claim that some 
of the breakfasters had been on a fast for 
a week judging by the way they came back 
for more. 

From 9:00 to 11:30 the crowd scat- 
tered to the four winds, some fishing, some 
sight seeing, others playing ball or just 
resting. Everyone entertained himself ac- 
cording to his own notion. 

At 11:30 Joe Barba and H. E. Vaughan 
called all hands and the cook for a tug-’o- 
war between Santa Maria and San Luis 
Obispo and Paso Robles. Judge D. D. 
Smalley started things on an even basis 
and it looked like a deadlock till some late 
arrivals from Santa Maria decided the 
question in their favor. 

Revenge was sweet though when the 
ladies of San Luis and Paso Robles pulled 
Santa Maria’s fairest across the line in the 
ladies’ tug-’o-war. 

Chief Cook Leo Smart then called din- 
ner at 1:30 and the only noise from then 
on was "раз5 the beans" or “тоге meat, 
please." 

At 3:00 o'clock the ball game was called, 
Santa Maria playing against Paso Robles 
and San Luis. We of San Luis wish to 
draw the curtain at this point and admit 
that it was a good day well spent. 


Kid Kilowatt Turns Nursemaid 


San Joaquin Power Day Nursery Attracts Wide Attention at Fresno 
County Fair 


HE children’s day nursery of the 
San Joaquin Light and Power Cor- 
poration at the Fresno District Fair 
September 24 to 29 was one of the big 
features among the maze of attractions 
at the best county fair ever held in Fresno. 
The dominant idea back of the nursery 
was Service; to render a service to the 
many mothers visiting the fair with their 
young children. It was carrying the 
thought of service a step beyond the service 
given through the electric lines, yet it gave 
a concrete example of what service really 
means. 
'The nursery was centrally located ad- 
joining the administration offices of the 
fair. A space 50 by 75 feet under a grove 


Little Kid Kilowalt 
all the day lon 

Hums, just ће happiest, 
busiest sons, 

As he runs mother’s San 
and the sewing, machine, 

And the vacuum sweeper 


that keeps the house clean, 


| SAN JOAQUIN 
| LIGHT 20 POVER 


One of the Kid Kilowatt posters in the children’s 
Nursery. The original in colors, 30 by 44 in.. proved an 
attractive feature for the entertainment of the kiddies. 
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of beautiful poplar trees was divided into 
sections for a nursery for infants, a play- 
ground for toddlers, an emergency hospital 
and a general reception area where enter- 
tainers gave musical numbers during the 
afternoon and evening. А rest room for 
women, a pen for King Kilowatt, the large 
cinnamon bear, and a cage for Mickey the 
Monk and Molly the Angora Poodle, com- 
pleted the booth. 
INFANTS' NURSERY COMPLETE 

'The infants! nursery was equipped with 
cribs and baskets for babies, electric milk 
warmers, electric pads and electric heaters 
for cool days and evenings. А Frigidair 
electric refrigerator kept the milk in perfect 
condition and supplied ice when required. 
There was а set of scales upon which to 
weigh the babies for the mothers’ infor- 
mation. Nurses were constantly on duty 
from 10:00 o'clock each morning to 10:00 
o'clock at night. At one time during the 
afternoon of September 21 there were 29 
babies in the nursery, while 137 babies 
were checked in during the week. 

Some of the mothers hesitated at first 
about leaving their babies, but after they 
had inspected the booth and learned that 
trained nurses and a doctor were at hand 
and when they saw the elaborate prepara- 
tions we had made to give the children the 
best of care, they showed their confidence 
by checking in their little ones and per- 
mitted us to do the rest while they enjoyed 
the fair unencumbered. 

IDEAL PLAYGROUND 

The playground was partially roofed 
with canvas while on the floor was spread 
a layer of sawdust and eight inches of sand, 
making an ideal play yard. A teeter-totter, 
sand buckets, balls and other toys were 
there for the entertainment of the young- 
sters. Story-telling and games under the 
direction of trained kindergartners kept the 
kiddies busy while the mothers were taking 
in the fair. During one afternoon 110 
little folk from 2 to 5 years of age were 
checked into the playground while the total 
registration for the week was 298. 

The bear cage confining King Kilowatt 
was located where he could be inspected 
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Бу those who did not desire to enter the 
booth and by the children in the playground 
as well. Bert Keller, who captured the 
big bear, was in attendance illustrating 
with pictures how the bear was roped and 
tied. Up in the Kings River country the 
bear was robbing the camp kitchens and 
he became such a nuisance it was necessary 
to capture him. 


'The emergency hospital was located near 
the fair offices and was fully equipped with 
all necessary first aid remedies. Forty 
cases were handled in the hospital, the 
injuries ranging from splinters in the chil- 
drens' fingers to burns on the hands and 
face of a demonstrator. Dr. Chas. E. 
Mordoff was in charge assisted by a trained 
nurse. 


ENTERTAINMENT PROVIDED 


In the central area chairs were plenti- 
fully distributed where visitors could rest 
ог be entertained. А stage at one end was 


used by performers. Mickey the Monk and | 


Molly the Angora Poodle amused with 
their antics in a large cage at one end of 
the stage. Ап exhibition of toy electric 
ranges greatly interested the youngsters, 
especially when Mrs. Mabel Tripp of the 
Valley Electrical Supply Company brought 
forth delicious brown cakes from the little 
ovens. | 


The decorations were in pink and blue 
crepe paper and bunting against banks of 
greenery. Japanese and flowered lanterns 
covering the electric lights gave a festive air 
to the booth at night. Pictures of San 
Joaquin Power developments and posters 
bearing nursery rhymes and colored illus- 
trations of Kid Kilowatt were arranged 
about the canvas and burlap walls. The 
fence of sugar pine slabs with the natural 
bark gave a very pretty rustic appearance 
to the exhibit. 


CENTER OF ATTRACTION 


The San Joaquin booth was constantly 
a center of attraction. Scores of visitors 
were watching the children playing or 
studying King Kilowatt as he sat in his 
cage. The monkey and dog also drew a 
large share of attention. Women were 
particularly interested in the nursery where 
the small babies were kept, and during the 
first two days the congestion here at times 
was such that it was almost impossible for 
the nurses to do their work. It finally 
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Bert Keller (left), gives City Commissioner George 
„Sharp of Fresno (right), the history of King Kilowatt, 
the large cinnamon bear, which was presented to the 
City of Fresno and now is in the zoo at Roeding Park. 


became necessary to curtain off the nursery 
department and mark it "private." 

Much favorable comment was heard of 
our effort to be of service to the mothers. 


One mother was heard to say “This is 
the first rest I have had in the seven 
months since Baby was born." ‘The idea 


will be repeated next year, profiting from 
the experience of our first effort. 


UNITED STATES GAME LAWS 
PROTECT MIGRATORY BIRDS 


Hunting migratory game birds is per- 
mitted under Federal Regulations each day 
during the open season from half an hour 
before sunrise to sunset. Persons found 
hunting at other hours are liable to pros- 
ecution in Federal court under the provis- 
ions of the migratory-bird treaty-act regu- 

. lations. Some State laws provide that 
waterfowl may be shot half an hour after 
sunset, but the United States Department 
of Agriculture, in charge of the enforce- 
ment of the migratory bird act, warns that 
while State legislatures may make the local 
laws more stringent, they have no power 
to modify the Federal law and all viola- 
tions are subject to prosecution. 


AT FRESNO COUNTY FAIR PRO\ 
playground was cushioned with Top.—The_nursery was centrally Jocated on 
pplied with toys and games for tod- Center.—King Kilowatt rises for a piece c 

Below.—The infants were given the best of 


s of age. 


CHILDREN'S DAY NURSERY 


Center.—-The childrens’ 
clean river sand and su 
dlers from two to five year 
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OAQUIN POWER 
DAY NURSERY 


LET 


VES ATTRACTIVE TO MOTHERS AND OTHER VISITORS, 


| the grounds under the shade of a grove. Center.—Mrs. Alice Culver, (left), in charge of play- 
of bread dipped in honey. ground; Mrs. M. Motts, (center), in charge of infants' 
Е care by trained nurses. nursery; Miss J. W. Shope, (right), emergency hospital. 
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THE POWER CLUB 


San Joaquin Power Club of the Fresno 
District is "sitting pretty" for another sea- 
son's activity. It has a new set of officers, 
a comfortable balance in its treasury, and 
enthusiastic anticipations inspired by its 
past record. And what is being done by 
the Fresno Club is merely in line with the 
activities of similar employees’ organiza- 
tions all over the system. 

The election of officers developed a 
spirited contest and made for real fun. 
San Joaquin Power MacaziNE extends 
its congratulations not only to President 
Dan Quinlivan and his fellow officers, but 
to the club on its selections. President Dan 
appreciates his responsibilities. But there 
may be some of the rest of us who lack 
complete understanding of the size of his 
job. 

When the club was first organized it was 
with the thought of promoting more inti- 
mate social acquaintance among folk having 
close business contacts. Those who work 
together should find enjoyment in playing 
together. The purposes were outlined as 
follows: 

1. The furtherance of such social, edu- 
cational, and recreational activities as the 
membership shall desire. 

2. The encouragement of mental 
growth and professional efficiency through 
the various educational interests that the 
Club may foster. 
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3. The operation of such mutual bene- 
fit plans as may be devised. 


So far the club is to be commended for 
its carrying out of these purposes. Dances, 
dinners, the big show, and the big picnic 
made for much social relaxation the past 
year. A keener interest in educational work 
has developed and many club members are 
bettering their professional knowledge with 
study courses. 

The Mutual Benefit Association has in 
seven months’ time extended aid to 32 mem- 
bers, and it has a substantial reserve fund 
for any emergency. Eventually it is antici- 
pated outside districts will be brought 
together to create one large Mutual Bene- 
fit Association for the entire organization. 

In the meantime there must be no letting 
up of either interest or administrative 
energy. That is up to the members; but 
it is also in large measure up to President 
Quinlivan. He must be the leader, and 
everybody has faith in his ability to lead 
well. 

Let’s go! 


DR. STEINMETZ 


The death of Dr. Charles P. Steinmetz 
on October 26th removed from earthly ac- 
tivities one of the electrical industry’s ablest 
and most interesting figures. A native of 
Breslau, Germany, educated in the univer- 
sities at Breslau, Berlin and Zurich, Dr. 
Steinmetz came to America when he was 
24 years old and began work for a Yonk- 
ers electrical firm at $12 a week. He rose 
to be chief consulting engineer of the Gen- 
eral Electrical Company, and to be recog- 
nized as one of the master minds of the 
industry, particularly in the realm of 
scientific research, and as опе of the world's 
greatest mathematicians. He was the 
author of many text books on electricity 
and higher mathematics. Не held numer- 
ous honorary degrees from universities, he 
was a lecturer of note, he was a leader in 
the civic life of his home city of Schnectady, 
New York. Few men have ever achieved 
greater or more deserved recognition in as 
many different directions. Yet Dr. Stein- 
metz accomplished all this with the handi- 
cap of a crippled body, the limitations of 
which a remarkable brain and an indomit- 
able will refused to recognize. His physi- 
cal strength was not equal to the terrific 
strain he put upon it in his recent lecture 
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tour, which brought him to California, and 
he lived but a few days after his return 
home. The work he has done will live for- 
ever and his name will always occupy a 
niche high іп the halls of science. The 
entire electrical industry is grieved at his 
passing. 


OUR FOOTBALL SERIES 
Having had a heap of fun out of the San 
Joaquin Prior Preferred Baseball Series, 
the members of the organization are now 
playing football. Stock Sales Manager 
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Frank Easton has evolved a most interest- 
ing plan of selling stock in terms of foot- 
ball, and it remains to be seen now if the 
warriors who so valiantly demonstrated 
their ability to hit the ball can now pick it 
up, tuck it under their arms, and carry it 
for touchdowns. There should be no let-up 
of interest or enthusiasm; in fact, there 
should be greater enthusiasm than ever. 
Those who failed to get into the hit-and- 
run column in the baseball series should be 
the leaders of enthusiasm now. This is 
their chance to show that they have the real 
mettle of the San Joaquin organization. 


Rescue Wagon Added to Fire Department 


HE Fresno Fire Department Ваз 

added a new rescue squad wagon 

to the equipment of the department 
that is an innovation in this class of ser- 
vice. The truck is completely equipped 
with fire department tool equipment, first 
aid kit, stretchers, rescue helmets, respira- 
tor, oxygen tank and other apparatus nec- 
essary in first-aid work. A crew of four- 
teen men has been detailed for this work, 
six men and an officer accompanying the 
wagon. These men are specially trained 
in first aid or rescue work under all condi- 
tions, as well as fire prevention and fire 
service work. 

This rescue wagon and crew may be 
called for any emergency where first aid 
or rescue work is necessary. In cases of 
severe electric shock, or accidents where 


immediate action is necessary to save life, 
the wagon will respond immediately to 
any calls within the radius of the zone 
covered by the Fresno Fire Department, 
and in extreme emergencies the wagon 
will respond to calls outside the city if 
the distance is not too great. 


To obtain the services of the wagon it 
is only necessary to call “Fire Department" 
over the telephone and inform the opera- 
tor as to the nature of the accident and give 
exact location. 

In a letter to Dr. Chas. E. Mordoff, 
describing the new equipment and its uses, 
Fire Chief Thos. Baird said, “We are 
anxious to serve the public in any way we 
can, consistent with the duty we owe the 
citizens, so we shall be pleased to have 
you take advantage of this offer whenever 
the occasion warrants it.” 


New Rescue Wagon of Fresno Fire Department to answer calls for first-aid in case of accidents in city of 
Fresno and vicinity. 


Google 


Among the District Reporters 


“Just like a letter from home.” 


Little news notes and gossip gathered 


here and there 


FRESNO 
GanRETT VAN Buren, Reporter 


J. E. Barrett is leaving Fresno District 
to take over the District Managership of 
Madera. As he is given a write-up in 
another part of this magazine there is very 
little we can say here about it, except that 
we are very sorry to lose him. Were it 
not for the fact that we feel that he is 
bettering himself and that the organization 
as a whole will benefit by the move, prob- 
ably we wouldn’t allow him to leave us. 
Another thing that makes us sorry that he 
is going is the fact that we are also losing 
Mrs. Barrett from the Consumer’s Depart- 
ment. May we suggest to "Jim" that 
when he comes into Fresno for a District 
Manager's meeting that he bring Mrs. 
Barrett along so that she can drop in and 
say "Hello." 


Clinton R. Worden has been trans- 
ferred from the Consumer's Service De- 
partment to the New Business Department 
of our District, filling the vacancy caused 
by the resignation of Frank Cross. Clin- 
ton's sweet disposition is already making 
him a very popular member of our staff 
and we feel very fortunate in getting a 
man who is just as agreeable and almost 
as good looking as Frank Cross. 

George Hayden, formerly of the Con- 
sumer's Service Department, was also 
transferred to the Fresno District. He is 
to handle Consumers’ reports on service 
conditions, thus giving our Consumers the 
benefit of prompt action on any conditions 
needing investigation. Mr. Hayden entered 
the employ of the Power Company as a 
meter service man. Incidentally he has just 
returned from a vacation spent with his 
folks at Oakland. Mrs. Hayden and young 
daughter accompanied him on this pleasant 
outing. 

Mrs. Ellen Foht is on her vacation as 
we go to press. Mrs. Carolyn Bonner is 
acting as relief operator at the helm of 
Mrs. Foht's typewriter. 

Miss Leona Jacka, formerly of the office 
staff of Kutner-Goldstein Company, is 
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now in the Consumers' Department of the 
Fresno City Water Company. 

The members of our staff were shocked 
during the month over the deaths of 
members of the families of two of our 
employees. Mrs. Frances Alley, mother- 
in-law of E. C. Van Buren and well known 
to many of us, and Mrs. Legler, mother of 
Dan Legler also of the Consumers’ De- 
partment, passed away. We extend our 
sympathy to the afflicted families. 

Bible history repeats itself. About 103% 
of our feminine contingent are proving that 
there was actually something to the hair- 
cutting stunt that Delilah pulled on Sam- 
son. Since the bobbed-hair epidemic the 
hapless victims find that their strength is 
practically gone on Saturday afternoons. 

Miss Barbara Mayer has been employed 
as Clerk in the Consumers! Department 
which makes one more that we will have 
to get acquainted with. 

Glenn Twigg, of the New Business 
Department, and Loris Auld, of the Con- 
sumers' Department, are waging a contest 
which promises to be almost as heated as 
the Stock Selling Campaign. Starting a 
few months ago they entered on a mustache 
growing contest with Auld as scratch man. 
At the last report they seem to be running 
lip and lip, both contestants struggling fur- 
iously. К. J. Baker has been coaching 
Auld while J. E. Barrett has been acting 
as instructor for Twigg. 

W. E. Cunningham, of the counter 
force, moved into his new home on the 28th. 
Bill says anybody can move into a new 
house but not like this one. Не built the 
whole thing himself with his very own 
hands, from the basement to the smoke 
coming out of the chimney. He prepared 
the estimate, drew the map, papered the 
walls, did the wiring and plumbing, plant- 
ed the lawn and sent in a completed work 
report which shows that he missed the esti- 
mate by two fcet of beaver board and three 
nails. The place is now open for public 
inspection at 520 Cornell. 


SEPTEMBER, 1923 


FRESNO OPERATING DEPT. 

Miss Florence McDonald has changed 
her name to Mrs. Earl Clanton. The wed- 
ding took place during her vacation. 
Where she spent her honeymoon remains 
a mystery. Her presence has been missed 
very much and it is to be hoped the strain 
of housekeeping and taking care of her 
“perfect man" will not in any way change 
her happy and pleasing disposition. The 
Substation bunch presented her with a beau- 
tiful 9-cup electric percolator, cream jug, 
sugar bowl, tray and electric toaster. Words 
failed her upon receiving these gifts, but, 
to square herself she has promised to invite 
the bunch to her ranch and sample her skill 
in biscuit making. 

Phil Briggs and Dan Quinlivan (our 
new President of the Power Club) gave 
us a very pleasant surprise by presenting 
the office crew with a share of their catch 
as duck hunters. Both got the limit and 
were home again early on the first of 
October. 


Ted Newton is back on the job after be- 
ing absent for some time with a broken arm. 
He was acting the good Samaritan towing 
another motorcycle which was broken down. 
Suddenly his machine skidded and the other 
fellow ran over him breaking his arm. 

The operating department has a real live 
bunch on the different committees of the 
Power Club from President down the line. 
We feel confident in saying you can look 
forward to some good times. Before the 
election many said "Who's Dan?" Soon 
everybody in town will know Dan. He is 
a real live wire and full of pep. 


FRESNO CITY WATER CORP'N. 
Manic. Ross, Reporter 


Superintendent C. B. Jackson returned 
home Sunday, October 14th, from a vaca- 
tion spent in Northern California and 
Oregon. On account of the heavy rains he 
was prevented from enjoying a hunting trip 
he had planned. Among the chief points 
visited were Portland and Beaverton. On 
his way home he arrived at Siskiyou Тип- 
nel one-half hour after a Southern Pacific 
train was held up and four lives were lost. 
Last, but not least of the interesting points 
visited, was his old home in Sutter county 
where he was born and the Eagle District 
school which he attended as a boy. 
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Chris Koeberer spent the last two weeks 
of September visiting relatives and friends 
in bay cities. No guides were needed as 
Chris spent his younger days in the Bay 
region. 

With vacation time over we have only 
one more event during the year 1923 to 
look forward to. "That will be the family 
reunion held the day we move to our new 
quarters. Everybody is striving for a per- 
fectly clean desk for that date, which means 
no back work on our hands and new resolu- 
tions for the year 1924. 

Geo. L. Bonner of the Inspection De- 
partment is confined to his home on account 
of sickness. Мг. Bonner was taken sick 
while on his vacation. "There is very little 
change in his condition at time of going 
to press. 

C. Н. Weekes performed the duties of 
Chairman of the General Arrangements 
Committee for the banquet held by the San 
Joaquin Power Club, Thursday, October 
l6th. His fellow workers wish to con- 
gratulate him as every detail in decorating 
and general arrangement was perfect. 


BAKERSFIELD 
Joun A. Ware, Reporter 


Miss Zelma Sledge, stenographer, has 
resigned and accepted a position with the 
Richfield Oil Company. On the evening 
of October 18th, Ruby Sylvester enter- 
tained at her home in honor of Miss Sledge 
with games, dancing and various forms of 
amusement, the Hallowe'en spirit prevail- 
ing. Aífter the party, all retired to a local 
Chinese cafe and participated in a Chow 
Mein feed. The following were present: 
Lilian Broeker, Theresa Kelly, Pearl 
Davis, Chloris Bender, Vivian Mae Haeff- 
ner, Jeanette Marvin, Gene McClain, 
Mildred Benfield, Violet Chidgey, Helen 
Baun gardner, Nena Hoagland, Evelyn 
Riggs, Miss Anderson, Josephine Ponton, 
Anna DeCourcey and the honoree. 

At the regular meeting of the K. V. A. 
Club, held October 8, it was unanimously 
decided to have the first dance a mas- 
querade, October 27, -at Beardsley hall. 
After disposing of the routine business, 
interesting talks were made by D. L. 
Wishon, Wilko 'Tyler and Ace Meudell, 
principally on the happenings at the Fresno 
banquet. At the close of the meeting the 
girls gave several generous yells and songs 
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to the success of the leading salesman, our 
fellow employee, Wilko Tyler. 

Miss Alberta Leach of Hollister, Cali- 
fornia, and Vivian Mae Haeffner of Fort 
Madison, Iowa, have been added to our 
staff of stenographers, Miss Leach taking 
the place vacated by Miss Sledge. 

Josephine Ponton has returned from a 
two weeks’ vacation spent in Los Angeles 
and the beaches. 

Warren Blackburn has accepted the 
clerical position in the garage office for- 
merly filled by Delbert Hicks, Mr. Hicks 
having recently resigned to take over other 
duties. 

Jack Kearns, our congenial and pleasing 
timekeeper, is enjoying a two weeks’ vaca- 
tion, visiting San Diego, Tiajuana and 
other places of interest. We understand 
that, if finances permit, Jack will spend 
most of his time in the little city of Tia- 
juana. 

Since Bob Tilson’s return from Eureka, 
where he was a member of the Elks Drill 
Team that recently carried away the State 
honors, he is walking very erect and digni- 
fied and seems unable to discard that mili- 
tary bearing. 

Art Theile, our very much appreciated 
and respected Assistant District Manager, 
has just returned from a thirty-day trip to 
the East, as a delegate to the Exchange 
Club Convention at Springfield, Mass. 
He made short stops at Chicago, Detroit, 
Niagara Falls, New York, Philadelphia, 
Washington, and St. Louis. "The chief 
points of interest centered around Niagara 
where he visited some of the gigantic hydro- 
electric plants,——the most interesting points 
being on the Canadian side. After leaving 
St. Louis, he made a ten-day stop at Em- 
metsberg, Iowa, his old home, visiting many 
friends and relatives. 

W. F. Tyler was a Bakersfield delegate 
to the Pacific Gas Association convention 
held at Del Monte during the second week 
in September. Besides a busy week at each 
session Bill reports he had a “huge” time 
at the fashionable Del Monte Hotel. 

Louis Bromm, formerly clerk in the gas 
department, has been transferred to the 
stock sales department at Fresno. 

Charles Westinghouse Lightner, well 
known sporting fan, has announced his 
lineup for the San Joaquin К. У. A. bowl- 
ing team. Manager Lightner refuses to 
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publish any dope on the new bunch other 
than they are fast and furious. He has 
announced an open challenge to amateur 
as well as professional teams and also in- 
forms us that the K. V. A. team will not 
give up the honors won by Captain John 
Ryan’s "Champs" during the season of 
1922-1923. 'The lineup inclues Lee Sum- 
ner (captain), Wayne Bradley, Lester 
Porter, Harold Hurt and "Red" Kepler. 
W. A. Couse and H. H. Courtright 
were among those visiting the Bakersfield 
offices during the month of October. 
Anyone in need of a night watchman, 
will do well to call at the Bakersfield 
Stores Department and become acquainted 
with C. H. Hampton, garage stock man. 
He recently discovered an intruder trying 
to gain entrance to his home by the back 
window route. Hampton spots him, calm- 
ly picks up a club, exits by the rear door, 
approaches the 'big bad man," dislocates 
one or possibly two of his ribs and then 
marches him to the police station. Some- 
one has suggested that Hampton be ap- 
pointed Sentinel for the K. V. A. Club. 


Much excitement prevailed when the 
Electrical Department of the Bakersfield 
district learned that on September 1, Miss 
Ruby Martin and R. H. Sylvester pulled 
off one of these romantic elopements that 
we read about in books. 

At a shower given at the home of the 
groom's parents, Mr. and Mrs. W. G. 
Sylvester, the girls from the office pre- 
sented the bride with many useful gifts. 
'The feature of the evening was a mock 
wedding in which several incidents of the 
real wedding were taken off, much to the 
surprise of the bride. The evening was 
spent in dancing and music. А buffet sup- 
per was served. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sylvester were popular 
among the younger set and everyone joins 
in wishing them much happiness and pros- 
perity. 


MIDI, AY STEAM PLANT 

Vacations have been the chief source of 
interest this month. Mr. and Mrs. Roy 
Yates spent two weeks in San Francisco. 
Mr. and Mrs. G. E. Overman are camp- 
ing in General Grant Park. B. J. Whitey 
tried out his new Overland 91 in Sequoia 
National Park. Mr. and Mrs. E. E. Green 
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spent two weeks fishing, bringing home 
some remarkable fish stories. 

Assistant Chief Engineer НеіпБасһ 
started his vacation by taking a wife. His 
marriage to Miss Beulah Stoner of Fellows 
took place Wednesday, August 29. They 
left immediately on a motor trip to Texas 
and are at home in Kilowatt after Octo- 
ber 1. 

Mrs. G. C. Hess is home from the hos- 
pital in Fresno where she has been con- 
valescing from an operation for appendi- 
citis. 

No more shall we see “Johnny High” 
РипфуШе. He has gone to the cooler 
region of San Francisco. 

Mrs. Agnes Kenlay spent several days in 
Los Angeles following the death of her 
son-in-law, Roy Kellar. Mr. Kellar was 
formerly a fireman here and died as a re- 
sult of a fall while working in the oil fields 
near Long Beach. 

Chief Operator Kirkpatrick says he lost 
seventeen pounds because’ of being unable 
to eat after having his tonsils removed. 


MADERA 
Mary De CHaAINE, Reporter 


Still talking about vacations—but every 
vacation must be faithfully reported ог 
there will be murder for somebody. Frank 
Hosler, the biggest Chief Clerk in the val- 
ley, (Madera is proud to claim him) spent 
a fine vacation at Pismo Beach with his 
wife and baby daughter, Helen Jean. 

Andy Ludwig, our baby linesman, re- 
. ceived an unwelcome jar when his motor- 
cycle skidded on a grease spot on the high- 
way, while he was coming home from 
Fresno one night. Andy’s motorcycle now 
looks with distrust at anything that may 
even faintly resemble a grease spot. 

Miss Bertha Wood, a former employee 
of this office, and who is now taking a 
course at the Lux Domestic Science School 
in San Francisco, visited us several days ago. 
She claims she can cook anything from 
mashed potatoes to hard boiled eggs. We 
believe it—she looks capable of making the 
chief cook at the White House look to his 
laurels. 

Miss Millie Gordon is back from a vaca- 
tion in San Francisco. Almost a whole 
trunkful of doo-dads, et cetera, came back 
also. 

Some time ago Earl McCrary took him- 
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self and his gang up to the hills to fight a 
fire between Coarse Gold and the Fresno 
River. For several days these valiant men 
fought the fire without one selfish thought 
for their lily-white complexions. Soap 
seemed to be the one big issue for them 
when they were through. 

Heavens! We'll have to accuse Edna 
Lewis of being a sport one of these days. 
First she spends a hurried week-end іп 
Hollywood and comes back with her head 
in the clouds and her heart in Hol!ywood. 
Then to top it all off, she rids herself of 
her crowning glory. We wonder what 
prompted all this? 

It might be well, right here, to chal- 
lenge any other office to produce at least 
one girl without bobbed hair. Madera 
boasts of one. 

Hello, Merced! We want to tell you 
that you certainly had a fine booth at the 
Merced Fair. We looked on approvingly 


as Mr. Casad handed out electrically cooked 
ham sandwiches to the hungry throng. 
Miss Grace Phillips has become а fol- 


F. V. Boller, Al Mulkey and Ross Crawford of the 
Madera District, went duck hunting on the opening day 
of the season. The picture is mute evidence of the 
slaughter. The elated obiect on the left is one Ross 
Crawford. From his expression, we come to the con- 
clusion that he killed every duck. Standing meekly in 
the background is none other than Mr. Boller who prob- 
ably did all the shooting himself. Last, but not least, 
is Al Mulkey—yes, he has his hand on his hips. The 
other objects in this famous picture are ducks, ducks 
and more ducks. 
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lower of old King Tut. It took her a long 
time to make up her mind. Now she says, 
"Oh, bobbed hair is so comfortable. І 
wouldn't have it long again for anything!” 

Did you hear about Gerald Thede’s 
Ford being stolen? Well, don't worry 
any more about it or bother him with sym- 
pathy, because he's found it. Evidently his 
Ford grew tired of its new owners (or, 
perhaps they grew tired of it) because it 
was found standing very meekly on one 
of Fresno's streets, waiting for Gerald to 
take it home. 

'Talking about Fords—Al Mulkey has 
a brand new shiny Ford coupe. 

Horace Tretheway is quite indignant be- 
cause his vacation was not reported in the 
August magazine. Well, here goes. He 
says he had a fine time, even if he did stay 
home. 

Our booth at the Chowchilla Fair caused 
a good deal of interest. We had two 
demonstrators, one demonstrating the Hot- 
point Hughes range and the other demon- 
strating the fireless cooker. Not to be for- 
gotten is G. V. Footman, who gave away 
Hotpoint caps to the kiddies. 

Earl McCrary enjoyed his vacation at 
Ahwanee and Tia Juana. According to 
Earl, there are lots of attractions there. 

F. V. Boller, our District manager, de- 
cided that home was the best place to spend 
the remainder of his vacation. We imag- 
ine he had a wonderful time feeding the 
chickens every morning and chopping wood 
—er—we forget he has an electric range. 


SELMA 
Н. Н. Үоомс, Reporter 


А. Н. Bingham, who has served 
as serviceman іп our Caruthers territory 
for the past two years, has been promoted 
to superintendent of the new Power Com- 
pany building in Fresno. He took charge 
of his new duties about October first. 
Н. H. Tooker, formerly estimator 
and serviceman at Selma, has been pro- 
moted to Mr. Bingham's vacant position 
and has taken up his residence in Caruthers. 

'The new ladies' rest room at the Selma 
office is about completed and is fitted out 
with new linoleums, lights and electric 
heat. Everything seems to be in place 
except a piano and it would not surprise 
your reporter if this were the next addi- 
tion. 
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The Power Club met at a regular busi- 
ness session on the evening of October 9th 
at the Ladies’ Improvement Club house 
and after a short business session, enter- 
tained the Dinuba Power club. Dancing 
and card playing were indulged in and 
later light refreshments were served. The 
meeting adjourned at a late hour. Many 
interesting gifts were presented during the 
evening. H. G. Redfern received a 
beautiful engraved tin cup in recognition 
of his prowess on the baseball diamond 
during the recent twilight league т 
Dinuba, while J. E. Hammond, also 
of Dinuba, was the proud recipient of a 
large hand painted cuspidor. During the 
time Hammond worked at the Selma 
office he was continually bewailing the 
absence of this very important piece of 
furniture at his desk. The members of 
the Selma Power Club trust that their 
little gift will give him long and iasting 
service. Other members of the Dinuba 
District who received presents were chief 
clerk Chet Adams, who was the recipient 
of a slightly used powder puff that he 
might enhance his goodly masculine beauty, 
as he is always surrounded by a bevy of 
beautiful girls in the office; Mrs. Weddle 
who answers the telephone in the Dinuba 
office received a miniature telephone that 
she might practice at home during her off 
hours. Miller Henderson, president of 
the Dinuba Power Club, received a bottle 
of flat construction and of capacity one 
pint. Unfortunately it was empty, which 
fact caused considerable grief to Mr. 
Henderson. Among the members of the 
Selma organization receiving appropriate 
gifts were W. L. Henderson, Miss Pris- 
cilla Olsen, Herb Brentlinger. G. R. Fin- 
ney, J. H. Jarnagin, Miss Glenn Jarnagin 
and Howard Young. 

Members of the Selma organization are 
contemplating the erection of a twenty 
foot syuare ring and purchasing a set of 
gloves in order that A. K. Dickson, com- 
monly known as "Тех," and Mrs. Delphia 
Henriksen, sometimes called ‘‘Philadel- 
phia," may settle their never-ending argu- 
ments for once and all. It is stated that 
ring side seats for this event will be sold 
for a high premium with a hundred per- 
cent attendance. 

Mrs. Lola Anderson was unanimously 
elected captain of the Selma Rinkey Dink 
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Football Team and it is expected that 
the young lady will inspire the almost dis- 
heartened Rinkey Dinks with a lot of pep 
and salesmanship. 

The Selma office is the proud owner of 
a new envelope sealing machine and it is 
worth the price of admission to see this 
efficient piece of machinery operated by 
Miss Priscilla Olsen. 


CRANE VALLEY SYSTEM 
A. A. Hicpon, Reporter 


Vacation time is about over. Everyone 
who rated a vacation in this camp report- 
ed a good time. Ray Richards and family 
autoed through the northern part of the 
state. D. P. Russell and family motored 
along the coast. William Gates visited 
Los Angeles and San Francisco. Billy 
Beem spent his holidays in the southern 
part of the state, while Fred Kelly spent 
his going and coming. Miss Jane Visher 
went to Southern California and then to 
Huntington Lake. Tia Juana proved to 
be a big attraction for Jerome Martin and 
Eddie Shylander. Frank Richards and E. 
Martin claim that they enjoyed a good 
rest by staying at home. 

Elmer Gates and party spent several 
days at Chilacoot Lake during the first 
part of September. No deer suffered as a 
result of the visit. 

R. C. Stancoff and family went to San 
Francisco for a few days in September. 
The big City was too cold for them and 
they were glad to get back to North Fork 
where it was warm. 

Miss Dorothy Hickok of Oakland was 
a visitor at the home of Mrs. Elmer Gates 
for ten days. 

Alfred Higdon had his mother and sis- 
ter as visitors for four weeks. 

Dick Smith, our congenial truck driver, 
became the owner of an automobile one 
day in August. Before he arrived home, 
he sold his buy for 110% profit. Within 
the next few days, however, some one 
rifled his clothes while he was in swim- 
ming and away went the 110%. 
him right for profiteering! 

Charles Gates is attending High School 
in Fresno this winter. 

A jitney load of children from this camp 
started to school on Spetember 17. Miss 
June O’Hara of Fresno is the teacher. 

Several changes in the personnel of the 
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operating force have been made this sum- 
mer. Mr. and Mrs. Frank Wilcher of 
Crane Valley and R. Cabellero of Power- 
house No. 3 have left the employ of the 
Company. Mr. and Mrs. Frank Rouan- 
zoin have been transferred from Mountain 
King Powerhouse to take the place of the 
Wilchers. Lou Talbot has been trans- 
ferred from No. 2 to No. 3, and Norman 
Browne of No. 1 has gone to No. 2. Alfred 
Higdon has been promoted to regular oper- 
ator at Powerhouse No. 1. R. C. Stan- 
coff and John Kiley have come to No. 1 
as oiler and relief oiler. 

A crew of men under F. B. Carr of the 
telephone department are at work install- 
ing a telephone line from No. 1A to No. 3. 
This line will be a great convenience. 


On the night of September 22, 1923, the 
employees of Power House No. 1 gave a 
farewell party to Superintendent Elmer 
Gates and family. The evening was spent 
in card-playing, dancing and the consump- 
tion of “good eats.” After 19 years of 
service on the Crane Valley system, Mr. 
Gates was transferred to Fresno on Octo- 
ber 5, where he is to be Superintendent of 
the new Industrial Yards at the California 
Avenue Substation. While everyone in 
this district regrets to see Mr. Gates leave, 
we all wish him success in his new position. 

Billy Beem is now Superintendent of the 
Crane Valley system, taking the place 
vacated by Elmer Gates. Beem was for- 
merly maintenance man at Power House 
№. 1. We wish Billy the best of success. 

Alfred A. Higdon has returned from a 
four-day vacation. As usual, he was 
brought home in a Ford roadster. 

Frank Viller, formerly of the Button- 
willow Steam Plant, is now operator at 
Power House No. 2. He takes the place 
of Norman Browne who has resigned ге- 
cently. 

Another farewell party was given Sep- 
tember 28, this time for D. P. Russell and 
family. The Russells have leased 500 acres 
near Jamestown, California, and are now 
living on their ranch. 

E. Martin succeeded D. P. Russell as 
chief operator, having been promoted from 
the boards. 

Mr. and Mrs. H. D. Chambers of 
Seattle, Washington, are now listed among 
the residents of this camp. Chambers is 
an operator. 
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SAN LUIS OBISPO 
D. С. Miter, Reporter 

Vacation time is nearly over and every 
one is back hitting the collar with re- 
newed “wim, wigor, and witality.” 

W. R. Couse and Miss Dorothy 
Thompson were visitors to San Luis 
Obispo during fair week. 

San Luis County Fair with its fine ex- 
hibits and live stock was a great success 
from beginning to end. 

A. E. Wishon, L. Henley, M. Bourne, 
J .M. Buswell, B. Babbs and А. М. Hen- 
sley of Fresno, visited in our district this 
month. 

Johnnie Holmes, who was injured in 
the race tryouts for Labor Day races, 
is up and around again. Holmes is S. L. 
O. garage helper. 

H. E. Vaughan has been promoted to 
storekeeper at San Luis, taking the place 
of Harry Rodrigues. Dick Wilson has 
taken Vaughan’s place as_helper. 

Seven of the Paso Robles gang have been 
transferred temporarily to San Luis to 
speed up rebuilding of the town.  Fore- 
man Platt has been going some for the last 
two weeks with this work, having three 
gangs in town. 

'The taking down of old power and 
telephone poles on Main Street is making 
a very noticeable change in the appear- 
ance of San Luis. 
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Suburban Serviceman Paul Vaughan 
has had to buy a new hat to fit an enlarged 
head. Не is now father of an eight-pound 
baby girl. Here is long life and much 
good luck to Haroldene Frances Vaughan. 

Storekeeper Harold Vaughan has a 
hard time giving all the girls a ride in his 
new Ford coupe. 

Melodious Murray Morgan, meter 
tester, is now installed in his new office 
in the Substation. Caruso may have had 
Murray bested on control but not on 
volume. 

H. H. Buell, Superintendent San Jose 
Division of the Pacific Gas and Electric 
Co., and F. G. Maynard made a friendly 
call at the S. L. O. Substation. 


SANTA MARIA 
CATHERINE Topp, Reporter 


Chas. Rawlins of the inventory depart- 
ment is now taking inventory in Santa 
Maria District. 

W. B. Greeley, transformer inspector, 
spent a very enjoyable vacation visiting 
relatives in the northern part of the state. 

B. Ennis and H. Otwell, Santa Maria 
District linemen, spent several days in San 
Luis Obispo District on construction work. 

J. M. Berkshire, formerly employed as 
groundman, is now assisting W. B. Gree- 
ley in the storeroom department. 

A. E. Ford, chief clerk, is spending 
most of his time in the Santa Ynez Valley 


A miniature farm built by J. Н. Sweet of the Corcoran District was shown at the Harvest Festival 


given by the Thursday Club of Corcoran. 
sentation of a modern farm power service. 


Ее 


This exhibit attracted much favorable comment for its clever герге- 
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these days signing up new business in that 
territory. 

All the available construction men are 
being sent to the Santa Ynez Valley to 
rush the completion of thenew 10 KV line 
from Lompoc Substation into the Valley. 

Catherine Todd, stenographer, was ab- 
sent from the office a few days because of 
illness. 

D. D. Smalley, coast superintendent, at- 
tended the Convention of the American 
Institute of Electrical Engineers at Del 
Monte held during the first week in Octo- 
ber. 


CORCORAN 
H. G. Jobe, our Chief Clerk, while on 
his vacation, attended the American Legion 
Convention in San Francisco. 
Bill Dillinger has left us and gone to 
Fresno. He put on a farewell celebration 
at the recent Harvest Festival. 


This is F. C. Carroll, District Manager of the Cor- 


согип District. No, he is not trying out a new elec- 
trical motorcycle, Fred is daddy of two fine boys, age 
2 and & years, and he is giving them a little fatherly 
advice on speeding. 
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Several of our employees were very 
much in the limelight at the Harvest Fes- 
tival given by the Ladies' Club on Septem- 
ber 29th. Bill Willoughby was the "King" 
and Н. С. Jobe was “Uncle Sam.” 

Ben Bishop has purchased a very nice 
lot and is contemplating the erection of 
a nice home there. We cannot imagine 
why, as Ben is a single man. 

Our E. M. F. Club has been inactive 
during the summer months but recently we 
received the stock sales bonus of $2.00 per 
member and we are contemplating spending 
a portion of it on a dance in the near future. 

E. R. Banks paid us a visit recently 
and conducted a school of construction 
along the line of construction standards 
and efficiency іп operating conditions. 
'This meeting was very much enjoyed by 
everyone in the district. 

Lee Wilcox pays frequent visits to Han- 
ford but we do not know the reason. 


McCABE CAMP 
J. Н. Brenenic, Reporter 


The Indian summer days are here with 
their cold frosty mornings and pleasant 
sunny days. Winter looks down upon us 
from the top of Shuteye Peak which has 
already received its first covering of snow. 
As long as these sunny days last, however, 
the fresh fragrant woods and dustless roads 
cannot be equaled at any other time of the 
year. 

The construction camp here will soon 
be moved to a lower elevation on Ditch 
No. 1, where we will probably remain until 
spring. Ditch No. 1 is to be enlarged, thus 
greatly increasing the output of Power 
House No. 1. 

A. M. Smith, the, resident engineer, went 
away on a well-earned vacation on October 
5. Previous to his departure, his sister 
came up to spend a week at camp. 

We receive regular visits from Andy 
Johnson who was with us before he took 
charge of the employment office in Fresno. 
He visits his old haunts to have an occa- 
sional game of golf (African) up here 
where the natural hazards are plentiful. 

Our timekeeper L. A. Larson, locally 
known as the “Terrible Swede,” is leaving 
us to go to Balch Camp on the Kings River 
Project. We shall certainly miss his con- 
genial personality and his wonderful Swed- 
ish ditties. 


Notes from the District Managers 


High Spots of District Activities That Reflect Business Condition in San 
Joaquin Power System 


MADERA DISTRICT 


Е. У. Boxer, District Manager 

The new business opened up several 
weeks earlier than usual, and I believe that 
it is going to necessitate the putting on of 
an additional crew. In order to complete 
the infraction work in the time specified 
it will require two crews, and two crews 
are necessary to take care of the new ex- 
tensions. 

The crew which have been working at 
the Knowles Quarry on the new extension 
to serve the company cottages, boarding 
houses, bunk houses, etc., have completed 
their work and we have connected up forty- 
six buildings at that point. The field 
manager for the Raymond Granite Com- 
pany is installing a range, water heater 
and air heaters. It is very likely that we 
will develop considerable of this class of 
business at the quarries. 

At the new Sierra Vista Subdivision 
recently opened near Chowchilla, the sales 
manager states they have disposed of prac- 
tically all of that portion of the property 
which is planted to grapes, and are about 
.о Open up an extensive campaign on tne 
undeveloped property. 

Mr. Robertson of the United States 
Farm Land Company is making every pos- 
sible effort to finance the development of 
a large tract of his holdings. His plan is 
to divide this acreage up into twenty and 
forty acre tracts and to plant each tract 
of alfalfa and some fruit. 

The field superintendent for Pope and 
Talbot informed me recently that they 
expect their engineer from the East during 
October, who will report upon a plan to 
develop a large section of land, to be divid- 
ed into forty and eighty acre tracts. The 
installation of eight 15-НР electrically 
driven plants is planned for each unit. It 
is said they have the settlers ready to come 
onto the land whenever the subdivision is 
put on the market. 

There will be considerable new develop- 
ment in the territory north west of Chow- 
chilla during the coming season; a great 
deal of this development is being carried 
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оп by Lodi people. This portion is espec- 
ially adapted to the cultivation of alfalfa, 
and within the next few years it is antici- 
pated that there will be a large number of 
dairy herds. Ап effort is being made 
through the Cow Testing Association to 
encourage the building up of the dairy 
herds. 

We have been working for the past 
month or six weeks on an extension, which 
will serve some 100-HP in twelve or fif- 
teen plants in territory north and west of 
Chowchilla. It looks very much as though 
enough business to warrant the extension 
will be signed up. This will open up a 
territory which has not been developed on 
account of the lack of power. 

In the city of Madera cement has been 
poured on the Stein building, and construc- 
tion will start on the inside finishing very 
shortly. The excavation has been made 
for the First National Bank building, and 
the construction of the foundation is now 
under way. "There are twelve or fifteen 
new houses being built at this time and it 
is said that several more will be constructed 
during the coming fall and winter. 

In the city of Chowchilla the new Hen- 
drix building is nearly completed and an- 
other large store building is being con- 
structed by Mr. Frizzelle, to be used as 
a furniture and hardware store. 

Questionaires оп the Industrial Survey 
for this county have been made up and sent 
out to all the firms and industries in the 
county. Quite a number of replies have 
been received. 

During the month 23 prospect cards 
have been made out, representing 222! 
HP in motors, 11 KW in lights, 4 ranges. 
3 air heaters, and 3 water heaters. Of the 
above prospects and those previously made 
out, we have closed for 216 HP in motors. 
10 KW in lights, 2 ranges, 2 air heaters 
and 2 water heaters. 

Considerable trouble was caused on our 
mountain lines during the past month, due 
to brush and forest fires. "These fires 
started on Sunday, September 2, and crews 
were kept in this district the greater part 
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of the week. Four poles іп all were 
burned down. 

During the month Prior Preferred 
Stock was sold to thirty-five new stock- 
holders, representing forty-one shares of 
stock. Since the beginning of the Stock 


Sales Campaign we have sold to 277 new - 


stockholders, representing 411 shares of 
stock, which now gives us 384 4/9 percent 
of our quota. 

During the month the following were 
connected: 64 lighting consumers and 
3215 HP in power. 


SELMA DISTRICT 

J. Н. Jarnaain, District Manager 

General business conditions in the Selma 
district were rather quiet during the montt. 
cf September. This month is generally 
the quietest month of the year in our dis- 
trict because it is usually a period of inac- 
tion in the movement of grapes, being pick- 
ing season for the drying variety of grapes 
and shipping season for the green variety. 
With the announcement however that two 
and two and a half cents would be paid by 
the Association for raisins, we believe 
general conditions will show an upward 
trend in che next few months. 

The new Selma High School building 
‘has been completed and is expected to be 
thrown open formally by December first. 
The main auditorium is used at present 
for assembly but the class rooms are as yet 
unoccupied. 

Kutner-Goldstein plan to replace their 
building that was destroyed by fire some 
two months ago with a new re-enforced 
concrete building with a frontage of 180 
feet. They plan to heat the offices with 
10 KW of electricity. 

During the month of September five 
consumers were signed for electric cook- 
ing and heating service. The new con- 
sumers are the Manning School near 
Raisin City, 3 KW electric cooking; Mrs. 
Alex McDonald of Selma and С. Е. Fritz 
of Riverdale, 10 KW each of electric cook- 
ing and water heating; while G. H. 
McClurg who lives near Bowles connected 
12 KW of electric cooking and heating 
and J. C. Shadwick of Fowler, one 6 KW 
range. 

Fifty-seven and a half horsepower of 
agricultural motors were signed to be served 
at once. ‘These comprise eight separate 
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units, averaging about 714 HP each. 

The stock sales campaign, as far as the 
prior preferred league was concerned, end- 
ed very successfully for Selma. There 
were 283 stockholders added to our roster 
during September and we finished second 
in the race, being downed by Coalinga on 
the final week’s play-off by a score of 300 
to 215. 

Operating conditions were generally 
good throughout the month. We had the 
usual trouble from the early rains but the 
service interruptions were few and of short 
duration. 

Construction is now under way on the 
new fifty thousand cubic foot steel gas 
holder to supplement our present holder 
for the Selma Gas Works. The founda- 
tion will be completed by the 15th and the 
steel work will begin during November. 
This added capacity, together with the 
new building to be erected at once, 
will greatly add to the character of service 
for the gas department. 

Twenty-nine new consumers were served 
with lights during the month, 8 new gas 
and 3 new water consumers being also 


added. 


DINUBA DISTRICT 

Н. С. Reprern, District Manager 

In spite of the instability of the green 
fruit market, business conditions in Dinuba 
district have been very good for the month 
of September. 

The Alta Irrigation District Office of 
Dinuba have replaced the gas radiators 
with electrical heating, calling for a 16 
KW load. The First National Bank of 
Dinuba has installed 20 KW in heating. 

A comparatively new and very interest- 
ing use of electrical heating is in connection 


' with the sweating of citrus fruits. prepara- 


tory to packing. Oranges and lemons are 
gathered from the trees while they are 
green and it is necessary to put them 
through a sweating process to bring out the 
yellow coloring. Formerly the sweating 
room was heated by means of kerosene 
heaters. The gas necessary for the process 
was generated by retarding the flame of 
the kerosene burners. This method, al- 
though effective, required a great deal of 
attention and often resulted in soiling the 
fruit with soot and smoke. With the new 
process of electrical sweating, ethylene gas 
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is used in the sweating rooms іп conjunc- 
tion with electrical heat. All the disagree- 
able features and the uncertainty of the 
old process are done away with. The 
Elderwood Citrus Association is now 
using this method, having signed up for 
96 KW heating. The Foothill Citrus 
Associations of East Orosi and the Orange 
Cove Citrus Association are planning to 
replace their present kerosene system with 
electrical installations. 

During September we connected 22 light- 
ing consumers, 46 HP in motors and 18 
KW in cooking and heating. During 
the same period we received applica- 
tions for 26 lighting consumers, 9 power 
consumers with a total of 65 HP and 8 
consumers for cooking and heating requir- 
ing a load of 19514 KW. The new Reed- 
ley High School was connected this month 
with a 96 KW lighting load and 25 HP in 
small motors. Electrical cooking equip- 
ment will be installed in the Domestic 
Science Department next year. 


SAN JOAQUIN DISTRICT 
Е. С. STAHL, District Manager 


September was a very good month from 
the point of new business. We signed up 
during the month 85 KW іп cooking, 
heating and lighting equipment, and 63 
HP in motors. This was the second 
largest month in cooking and heating busi- 
ness and brings our total business signed 
to October Ist equal to the amount esti- 
mated for the entire year of 1923. ‘There 
are indications in this district for a large 
amount of development work for the bal- 
ance of this year and for 1924. 

The Stinson Irrigation District is the 
first of the large prospects to actually 
start construction work. We have served 
their first pumping plant and expect to 
have the balance of their load consisting 
of 400 HP connected by the end of Novem- 
ber. 

Wylie Giffen, at Mendota, has recently 
connected two 75 HP and one 50 HP 
pumping plants which have developed into 
excellent wells. These plants were put in 
on a rush order so as to provide water for 
the large crop of cotton on the Giffen 
place. 

'The Mutual Husbandry Club, which is 
developing a large section of land near the 
Panoche Pass, was recently submitted a 
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proposition for electric service to a 100 HP 
pumping plant. The well has been 
completed and the pump installed. This 
service will require six and three-quarter 
miles of three phase No. 2 copper line. 
Should this development prove a success 


their ultimate demand for power will be 
about 2500 HP. 

Crops have been very good all over the 
district this season and we look forward to 
much better business conditions for the 
balance of the year. 


SAN LUIS OBISPO AND 
PASO ROBLES DISTRICTS 
Cuas. J. Кешу, District Manager 


Six new power consumers, totaling 
70 horsepower and 43 new light consumers, 
were connected in September. 


'The line to serve the Southern Pacific 
stone crusher at Santa Margarita with 
900 horsepower, is completed, but owing to 
an accident to one of the big derricks the 
crushers are not yet in place. All of the 
foundations are іп place and the local 
Superintendent expects to have the derrick 
repaired and the crushers in operation in 
November. The Southern Pacific Com- 
pany is spending a lot of money to de- 
velop the Santa Margarita property. 

'The cannery at Atascadero operated only 
eight weeks this vear. A large part of the 
fruit is being held in cold storage for ship- 
ment to the Eastern markets. Most of the 
run this year was on pears as Atascadero 
raises some of the finest pears in the state 
and finds a ready market and good prices 
for the cannery products. 

The machinery for the new diatomaceous 
plant at San Miguel has arrived and the 
100 horsepower motor should be in opera- 
tion before the end of October. 

Business during August appeared to be 
slowing down, but September finds the 
business back to normal and we shall main- 
tain our average of fifty new custumers 
per month for the rest of 1923. 

About twenty old poles were removed 
from the business streets of San Luis Obis- 
po during September, which makes a 
marked improvement to our streets. By 
the end of October all of the poles will be 
removed from Monterey and Higuera 
streets, from Nipoma to Santa Rosa streets. 
This will not only improve our business 
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district but the new lines on back property 
lines will greatly improve our service. 

The Shattuck Construction Company has 
started to install a dam in the Nacimiento 
River to divert the water to a 12-inch 
motor-driven pump which will raise the 
water about 60 feet to irrigate four hun- 
dred acres of alfafa. The Loveland engi- 
neers are in charge of the work and from 
indications enough water will be found to 
eventually irrigate all of the flats totaling 
about eight thousand acres on the Naci- 
miento Ranch. The Nacimiento Ranch 
embraces thirty-six thousand acres and 
when the flats are properly put under irri- 
gation it will be a wonderful asset to both 
San Luis Obispo and Monterey Counties. 

'The heating load at Paso Robles is com- 
ing on in good shape for winter months. 
Paso Robles as well as the rest of the 
county appeared to be slowing down dur- 
ing August but now that the almond and 
fruit harvest is on, things are brightening 
up. The grain crop around Paso Robles 
was very good this year and while the price 
was low, the farmers will better than 
break even. 


BOLLER AND BARRETT 
RECEIVED PROMOTIONS 


The following announcements were made 
in a circular letter from General Manager 
A. Emory Wishon under date of October 
12: 

F. V. Boller, Manager of the Madera 
District has been made Assistant Manager 
of the Commercial Department with offices 
at Fresno, effective November 1. 

]. E. Barrett, Assistant Manager of the 
Fresno District, has been made Manager 
of the Madera District, effective Novem- 


ber 1. 


F. V. Boller has been with the company 
for 19 years filling various important posi- 
tions in that time. Не was made district 
manager of Coalinga in 1912 and was 
transferred to the position of district man- 
ager of the Santa Maria district in 1917 
where he remained for two years. On 
account of impaired health he was sent to 
the Kings River development where he 
remained for several months, the mountain 
air completely restoring his health. In 
1919 he was made right-of-way agent in 
which capacity he successfully handled the 
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J. E. BARRETT F. V. BOLLER. 
securing of rights-of-way on several impor- 
tant lines. He was made district manager 
of the Madera District October 1, 1922, 
where he has made a host of friends and 
has handled the business of the district in 
a very creditable manner. 

'The Service Division is to be congratu- 
lated on securing Mr. Boller. He has 
a pleasing personality and is a hard and 
efficient worker in anything he undertakes. 

J. E. Barrett, the new manager of the 
Madera District came to work with San 
Joaquin Power January 1, 1917, on the 
meter wagon in the Selma District. After 
a year in Selma he resigned to enter the 
army. Оп his return from the service, 
Barrett again entered the employ of the 
company as line foreman in the Selma Dis- 
trict. He was transferred from the Re- 
search Division to the position of Assistant 
District Manager of Fresno District in 
July 1922, in which position he has made 
many friends because of his efficiency and 
never-failing good humor. His experience 
and training have thoroughly qualified him 
for the important work of directing the 
business of the company in Madera Dis- 
trict. "Jim" Barrett is a native of Kansas, 
and received his training in the Polytechnic 
Engineering College at Oakland and in the 
University of California. 


More than 12,000 livestock owners in 
the country are now known to be using 
purebred sires for all classes of livestock 
kept, United States Department of Agricul- 
ture records show. 


A one-cent cigarette may start a $10,- 
000 forest.fire. Stamp out your burning 
snipes. 
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San Joaquin Light and Power 
Corporation 


A Few Statistics as of June 30, 1923 


2,149 employees in all departments—operating and con- 
struction. 


15,217 bondholders and stockholders. 
34,945 square miles in which company operates. 
10 counties in Central California served—Mariposa, 
Merced, Madera, Fresno, Kings, Tulare, Kern, 
Monterey, San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara—with 
a population of 350,000. 
63,283 gas, water and electric consumers. 
110,467 horsepower developed in 11 hydro-electric plants. 
72,066 horsepower developed in 3 steam plants. 
182,533 horsepower developed in 14 plants. 
497,831,276 kilowatt hours total output of system in 12 months 
ending June 30, 1923. 
632,965,700 cubic feet of natural and manufactured gas sold in 
12 months ending June 30, 1923, in 3 cities. 
5,500 miles of electric transmission and distribution lines. 
-165 miles of main used in distribution of gas. 
27 miles of main used in distribution of water in two 
cities. | 
2 cities supplied with power for electric railways. 
16,315,100,000 gallons storage capacity for water used in generating 
electricity. 
2,477,556,400 cubic feet of natural gas and 582 barrels of oil 
used in generating electricity during 12 months 
ending June 30, 1923. 
62,115 horsepower of agricultural motors depending on 
San Joaquin Power, irrigating 372,690 acres of 
land. 
46,452 horsepower of industrial motors supplied by San 
Joaquin Power. 
19,031 horsepower of oil well motors operated. by San 
Joaquin Power. 
2,397 horsepower of municipal power served by San 
Joaquin Power. 
225,971 horsepower: total connected load. 
$2,157,880.82 wages paid employees in 1922. 
$513,731.89 taxes paid in 1922. 


